
Amazon Product Review Analysis Report
ASIN: DEMO-A

Primary ASIN DEMO-A · 254 reviews · Generated on 2026-10-11

Star distribution of the sample: 5★×100 · 4★×100 · 3★×35 · 2★×10 · 1★×9, all rated

Data scope: based on 254 reviews collected in this run, sample mix: primary product 44.5%, plus 141 reviews from 4 same-page 
ASIN(s) (mostly sibling variants or same-page items); star ratios anchored to product-page ratings; statistical figures are computed 
deterministically by the system from star ratings; narrative insights are AI-generated from this sample.

Executive Summary

95.9%
Positive share

0
High-severity pain points

2 / 6
Category strengths

Priority actions

1. State each edition's photo and map configuration in the bullets

2. Highlight the character index and add a downloadable quick-reference sheet

3. Front-load a reading-difficulty note and reading tips in the detail bullets

Overall Summary

The main product page for Fault Line in Chernograd: The Untold Story of the World's Greatest Reactor 
Disaster has excellent reviews—of 12,000+ ratings, 96% are positive with an average of 4.7 stars; the 
sample collected here covers only a very small portion and mixes hardcover, paperback, audiobook, 
and Audio CD editions of the same book (the main ASIN accounts for only about 44% of the sample; 
the rest are different bindings of the same book and can be treated as product-family material, 
but the rating halo should not be transferred between them). The sample is dominated by 4-star 
reviews, with negative reviews over-weighted; complaints almost all fall on reading experience and 
physical fulfillment—hundreds of Russian names hard to remember, excessive length and slowness, 
jumping timeline, difficult nuclear physics terminology, plus stained/folded/trimmed print covers 
and skipping audio CDs; on content, 'well-researched and detailed, narrative like a novel, exposes 
the Soviet system and cover-up' are overwhelmingly positive themes, mostly 5-star. Note that the 
product page rating stats (96% positive) and this sample composition (main ASIN only 44%, negative 
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quota on the high side) are two different scopes; only the former represents the book's overall 
reputation.

Engine 1 · Action plan

Action Plan

· Detail bullets Step 1 High Do today

State each edition's photo and map configuration in the bullets

Evidence: Multiple readers complain that the paperback has no photos at all, print images are 
clustered in the middle far from the text, and some Kindle images fail to display, dropping their 
ratings from 5 stars to 3–4 stars.

Checklist
� Verify each edition's actual photo and map contents
� Put an edition-difference note in the first two bullets
� Add an interior-page illustration to the visual section
� Re-check Kindle illustrations and captions display

→ Win back the 3–4 star gap reviews caused by image-less editions

Evidence: C9 Lacks images, maps, and diagrams · C11 Comparison reviews with the HBO series
C9 Lacks images, maps, and diagrams (~7 reviews (primary ASIN 3/8 reviews)): None of the 
photos will show up in my Kindle version.
C11 Comparison reviews with the HBO series (~12 reviews): The HBO series (which definitely 
misses some facts and alter…

· Visual content Step 2 High Do today

Highlight the character index and add a downloadable quick-reference sheet

Evidence: Hard-to-remember names is the most-mentioned negative theme in this sample (28 
mentions); many readers were forced to make their own “character cheat sheets,” and some 
stopped reading or skipped chapters because they could not remember the characters.

Checklist
� Locate the existing character list and glossary pages
� Compile a Russian name and title quick-reference sheet
� Note “easier with the character list” up front
� Check Kindle character-list and TOC jump navigation

→ Ease the ~28 name-related complaints and reduce abandonment

Evidence: C2 Too many Russian names to remember · C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow 
narrative · C4 Jumping narrative and loose structure make it hard to follow

C2 Too many Russian names to remember (~28 reviews): Too many characters
C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow narrative (~8 reviews (primary ASIN 2/7 reviews)): I 
had a hard time remembering who was who and whether they w…
C4 Jumping narrative and loose structure make it hard to follow (~8 reviews): Unclear
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· Detail bullets Step 3 High Do today

Front-load a reading-difficulty note and reading tips in the detail bullets

Evidence: Three complaint types—long and dragging (22 mentions), technically difficult (12), and 
jumpy structure (8)—all point to “mismatched expectations,” and multiple reviews directly 
suggest watching the HBO series instead.

Checklist
� Write a one-line length and style positioning note
� Add a “skim the character list before reading” hint
� Mark which chapters are technical and can be saved for later
� Seed a reading-order answer in the Q&A section

→ Reduce “too boring / too hard” low stars and hold the 4-star share

Evidence: C3 Overlong, slow-paced, and boring · C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear 
physics and technical content · C17 Technical details glossed over and not in-depth enough

C3 Overlong, slow-paced, and boring (~22 reviews): It’s so so so boring and drags on.
C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear physics and technical content (~12 reviews): was soon 
bogged down by the sheer amount of physics detailed
C17 Technical details glossed over and not in-depth enough (~4 reviews): The technical 
explanations of what went on with reactor was …

· Backend keywords Step 4 Medium Do today

Add Chernograd HBO-related terms to the book title and backend keywords

Evidence: Twelve reviews explicitly say they came because of the HBO series and that the book 
fills in what the series did not explain clearly; it is a stable positive source and a recurring purchase 
motivation in reviews.

Checklist
� Shortlist 5 high-traffic series-related keywords
� Lead bullet one with “extended reading for the series”
� Check whether the backend keywords already cover these terms
� Add a “series vs book” comparison image

→ Capture series traffic and convert high-intent visitors

Evidence: C11 Comparison reviews with the HBO series · C14 Reflections on and warnings about 
the future of nuclear energy

C11 Comparison reviews with the HBO series (~12 reviews): The HBO series (which definitely 
misses some facts and alter…
C14 Reflections on and warnings about the future of nuclear energy (~8 reviews): Could have 
skipped the climate crisis at the end of the book…

Sample report · All product brands are fictional, any resemblance coincidental · Generated by Amzanalyst · amzanalyst.com

https://amzanalyst.com


· Other Step 5 Medium Do today

Verify the reading aids and teach readers to use them

Evidence: Complaints about hard-to-remember names, technical difficulty, and jumpy structure 
are clearly concentrated in the Kindle edition (this theme has a significantly higher share among 
e-book anchor reviews), and the lack of easy backtracking and image lookup amplifies the “hard 
to read” perception.

Checklist
� Test character search, X-Ray, and chart zoom one by one
� Verify TOC jumps and chapter navigation work
� Screenshot a three-step usage walkthrough
� Add a one-line feature hint in the e-book description

→ Improve the e-book reading experience and lower its negative share

Evidence: C2 Too many Russian names to remember · C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear 
physics and technical content · C3 Overlong, slow-paced, and boring

C2 Too many Russian names to remember (~28 reviews): Too many characters
C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear physics and technical content (~12 reviews): was soon 
bogged down by the sheer amount of physics detailed
C3 Overlong, slow-paced, and boring (~22 reviews): It’s so so so boring and drags on.

· Other Step 6 High Needs scheduling

Upgrade print packaging and add pre-shipment condition spot checks

Evidence: The physical book condition theme has the highest negative share of all themes (about 
57%), involving cover stains, bent corners, abnormal cover trimming, and books that seem used; 
some readers have already returned them and asked for refunds.

Checklist
� Add corner guards or bubble bags to print editions
� Spot-check covers and spines before shipping
� Open a no-proof exchange channel for damage complaints
� Log damage-prone batches and report to the printer

→ Win back condition and damage low stars and cut the return rate

Evidence: C8 Poor physical book quality or arrived damaged · C18 Shipping arrival and 
packaging condition

C8 Poor physical book quality or arrived damaged (~8 reviews): The book was damged,looks 
like it is used.
C18 Shipping arrival and packaging condition (~10 reviews (primary ASIN 0/10 reviews)): 
hardcopy appreciated
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· Other Step 7 Medium Needs scheduling

Fix factual errors in the next reprint and add a technical appendix

Evidence: 12 reviews point to specific errors such as hydrogen/deuterium neutron numbers, 
uranium isotopes, and the combine harvester segment, and deduct points for them; another 4 
hardcore readers find the reactor principles and accident mechanisms too shallow.

Checklist
� Compile the list of specific factual errors cited in reviews
� Have a reviewer re-check the physics and history passages
� Add a reactor-principles appendix and reading list
� Note this round of revisions in the reprint notice

→ Remove factual-error deductions while still serving hardcore readers

Evidence: C1 Errors in scientific and historical facts · C17 Technical details glossed over and not 
in-depth enough · C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear physics and technical content

C1 Errors in scientific and historical facts (~12 reviews (primary ASIN 4/10 reviews)): I know that 
men sleeping in a wheat field could not be kille…
C17 Technical details glossed over and not in-depth enough (~4 reviews): The technical 
explanations of what went on with reactor was …
C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear physics and technical content (~12 reviews): was soon 
bogged down by the sheer amount of physics detailed

Engine 2 · Sentiment analysis

Sentiment Ratios

Positive 95.9% Neutral 4.1% Negative 0.0%

Pros

· Gripping narrative that reads like a novel or thriller; notably more readable than comparable disaster 

nonfiction, with many calling it 'unputdownable' (mentioned 55 times)

“Lots to read. Excellently written and detailed.”
5★ · October 5, 2026

Evidence: C6 Engaging, novel-like writing
C6 Engaging, novel-like writing (~55 reviews): It is very readable; almost too readable
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· Extremely well-researched, detailed, and authoritative; called the definitive work on the subject, covering 

the causes and aftermath of the accident and people's fates (mentioned 32 times)

“A landmark work of narrative nonfiction, this book stands as the definitive account”
5★ · May 26, 2026

Evidence: C13 Well-researched, detailed, and authoritative
C13 Well-researched, detailed, and authoritative (~32 reviews (primary ASIN 7/24 reviews)): Has a compelling story 
that sticks to the facts

· Deeply exposes Soviet bureaucracy, cover-up, and systemic failure; its historical and social value goes 

beyond the disaster itself (mentioned 28 times)

“regulations were ignored, smaller errors and explosions hidden, and safety measures were falsified for years simply to”
5★ · February 20, 2023

Evidence: C7 Exposes the Soviet system and cover-up
C7 Exposes the Soviet system and cover-up (~28 reviews (primary ASIN 9/26 reviews)): the privileging of party loyalty 
over science, facts, and ex…

· Strong emotional impact—shocking, infuriating, and sobering; leaves a lasting impression of nuclear safety 

and ordinary people's fates (mentioned 12 times)

“One accident could truly destroy the planet.”
4★ · November 5, 2022

Evidence: C12 Powerful, shocking emotional impact
C12 Powerful, shocking emotional impact (~12 reviews (primary ASIN 4/10 reviews)): One of the scariest books you 
can ever read

· Used by viewers of the HBO series Chernograd as companion reading and a book of answers; the show's 

popularity keeps bringing new readers (mentioned 12 times)

“This is one of the rare times when I'll say "the movie was better than the book."”
3★ · October 28, 2019

Evidence: C11 Comparison reviews with the HBO series · C14 Reflections on and warnings about the future of nuclear 
energy

C11 Comparison reviews with the HBO series (~12 reviews): The HBO series (which definitely misses some facts and 
alter…
C14 Reflections on and warnings about the future of nuclear energy (~8 reviews): Could have skipped the climate crisis 
at the end of the book…
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· Prompts reflection on nuclear safety and the energy future; appendices and references are helpful for further 

reading (mentioned 8 times)

“A landmark work of narrative nonfiction, this book stands as the definitive account”
5★ · May 26, 2026

Evidence: C14 Reflections on and warnings about the future of nuclear energy · C13 Well-researched, detailed, and 
authoritative

C14 Reflections on and warnings about the future of nuclear energy (~8 reviews): Could have skipped the climate crisis 
at the end of the book…
C13 Well-researched, detailed, and authoritative (~32 reviews (primary ASIN 7/24 reviews)): Has a compelling story 
that sticks to the facts

· Physical book arrived promptly in clean, like-new condition; good experience as a gift (mentioned 10 times)

“Everything arrived on time and as advertised”
4★ · November 5, 2021

Evidence: C18 Shipping arrival and packaging condition
C18 Shipping arrival and packaging condition (~10 reviews (primary ASIN 0/10 reviews)): hardcopy appreciated

Cons

· Russian names (including patronymics and titles) are numerous and highly similar, making it hard to tell who 

is who; readers need to make their own 'character cheat sheet' (mentioned 28 times)

“Complicated read if you can't get your head around the hundreds of russian names used.”
1★ · January 11, 2021

Evidence: C2 Too many Russian names to remember · C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow narrative
C2 Too many Russian names to remember (~28 reviews): Too many characters
C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow narrative (~8 reviews (primary ASIN 2/7 reviews)): I had a hard time 
remembering who was who and whether they w…

· Overlong and slow-paced, with lots of irrelevant detail bogging down the narrative; some readers abandon 

it midway and find it less tight than the HBO series (mentioned 22 times)

“But it does so in slow, plodding and really very boring writing.”
2★ · August 13, 2019

Evidence: C3 Overlong, slow-paced, and boring
C3 Overlong, slow-paced, and boring (~22 reviews): It’s so so so boring and drags on.
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· Nuclear physics and technical content is too difficult for non-technical readers, especially hard to absorb in 

the audiobook edition (mentioned 12 times)

“Started out great and went downhill very fast—I could not stay with it—got too technical”
1★ · April 15, 2019

Evidence: C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear physics and technical content
C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear physics and technical content (~12 reviews): was soon bogged down by the 
sheer amount of physics detailed

· Called out by expert readers for scientific/historical factual errors (neutron numbers in hydrogen and 

deuterium, uranium isotope wording, the combine harvester death scene, etc.), contrasting with its 

'well-researched' reputation (mentioned 12 times)

“makes gross mistakes in the telling of the most basic historical and scientific facts”
2★ · June 18, 2020

Evidence: C1 Errors in scientific and historical facts
C1 Errors in scientific and historical facts (~12 reviews (primary ASIN 4/10 reviews)): I know that men sleeping in a 
wheat field could not be kille…

· Jumping narrative, back-and-forth timeline, and loose structure; readers report it is 'incoherent and unclear' 

(mentioned 8 times)

“Jumped around like Tigger on speed, with the result I lost interest.”
1★ · December 4, 2020

Evidence: C4 Jumping narrative and loose structure make it hard to follow · C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow 
narrative

C4 Jumping narrative and loose structure make it hard to follow (~8 reviews): Unclear
C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow narrative (~8 reviews (primary ASIN 2/7 reviews)): I had a hard time 
remembering who was who and whether they w…

· Character portrayal is rather flat; secondary characters get too much background but lack depth, described 

as 'more detail than drama' (mentioned 8 times)

“the book, to me, was a very journalistic account, heavy on details that paint a picture of the surface situation”
3★ · June 13, 2019

Evidence: C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow narrative
C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow narrative (~8 reviews (primary ASIN 2/7 reviews)): I had a hard time 
remembering who was who and whether they w…
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· Physical book condition and arrival quality are inconsistent: stained covers, bent corners, abnormal 

trimming, suspected used copies sold as new, leading to returns/exchanges (mentioned 8 times)

“The book was damged,looks like it is used.”
2★ · June 20, 2021

Evidence: C8 Poor physical book quality or arrived damaged
C8 Poor physical book quality or arrived damaged (~8 reviews): The book was damged,looks like it is used.

· Lacks reactor diagrams, plant-site/Prosinya maps, and photos; in the print edition images are clustered in 

the middle pages far from the text, and some Kindle edition images fail to display (mentioned 7 times)

“I was extremely disappointed that the paperback version does not include any photos”
3★ · August 2, 2020

Evidence: C9 Lacks images, maps, and diagrams · C11 Comparison reviews with the HBO series
C9 Lacks images, maps, and diagrams (~7 reviews (primary ASIN 3/8 reviews)): None of the photos will show up in my 
Kindle version.
C11 Comparison reviews with the HBO series (~12 reviews): The HBO series (which definitely misses some facts and 
alter…

· Final chapter (on climate crisis and nuclear energy views) is seen as unnecessary or superficial, weakening 

the ending (mentioned 4 times)

“If you read the book don't bother with his last chapter.”
3★ · July 10, 2020

Evidence: C15 Final chapter handled poorly
C15 Final chapter handled poorly (~4 reviews): If you read the book don't bother with his last chapter.

· Hardcore readers complain the reactor principles and accident mechanisms are too shallow, coexisting with 

complaints that it is 'too difficult' (mentioned 4 times)

“I felt like it covered too little of the technical aspects of the accident and why it occurred.”
3★ · April 11, 2019

Evidence: C17 Technical details glossed over and not in-depth enough · C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear physics 
and technical content

C17 Technical details glossed over and not in-depth enough (~4 reviews): The technical explanations of what went on 
with reactor was …
C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear physics and technical content (~12 reviews): was soon bogged down by the 
sheer amount of physics detailed
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· Audio CD edition has skipping, dropouts, and other audio quality issues (mentioned 3 times)

“The first audio CD played fine, the story was interesting but the next disc only had intermittent sound.”
1★ · July 24, 2021

Evidence: C10 Audiobook audio and narration issues
C10 Audiobook audio and narration issues (~3 reviews (primary ASIN 0/2 reviews)): Not my favorite narrator but the 
content is so interesting!

Engine 3 · Demand insights

User Pain Points

· Low Russian names are too dense and similar; halfway through readers can no longer tell who is 

connected to whom and are forced to build their own character list (mentioned 28 times)

Evidence: C2 Too many Russian names to remember · C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow narrative
C2 Too many Russian names to remember (~28 reviews): Too many characters
C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow narrative (~8 reviews (primary ASIN 2/7 reviews)): I had a hard 
time remembering who was who and whether they w…

· Low Overlong and slow, with many minutiae slowing the main story, leading to abandonment and 

the alternative choice of 'better to just watch the show' (mentioned 22 times)

Evidence: C3 Overlong, slow-paced, and boring
C3 Overlong, slow-paced, and boring (~22 reviews): It’s so so so boring and drags on.

· Low Expert readers catch basic scientific/historical factual errors, undermining trust in the book's 

rigor and even causing some to stop reading (mentioned 12 times)

Evidence: C1 Errors in scientific and historical facts
C1 Errors in scientific and historical facts (~12 reviews (primary ASIN 4/10 reviews)): I know that men 
sleeping in a wheat field could not be kille…

· Low The nuclear physics and engineering material is highly technical, inaccessible to nontechnical 

readers, and even harder to absorb in audio. (mentioned 12 times)

Evidence: C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear physics and technical content
C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear physics and technical content (~12 reviews): was soon bogged 
down by the sheer amount of physics detailed
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· Low The narrative jumps around and shifts timelines repeatedly, with no linear throughline, leaving 

readers confused and disconnected. (mentioned 8 times)

Evidence: C4 Jumping narrative and loose structure make it hard to follow
C4 Jumping narrative and loose structure make it hard to follow (~8 reviews): Unclear

· Low Characters are flat and lacking depth; supporting-character backstory is piled on but hard to 

remember, weakening emotional investment. (mentioned 8 times)

Evidence: C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow narrative
C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow narrative (~8 reviews (primary ASIN 2/7 reviews)): I had a hard 
time remembering who was who and whether they w…

· Medium Received physical books arrive stained, bent, with abnormal cover trimming, or looking used, 

requiring returns or exchanges. (mentioned 8 times)

“The book was damged,looks like it is used.”
2★ · June 20, 2021

Evidence: C8 Poor physical book quality or arrived damaged · C18 Shipping arrival and packaging 
condition

C8 Poor physical book quality or arrived damaged (~8 reviews): The book was damged,looks like it is 
used.
C18 Shipping arrival and packaging condition (~10 reviews (primary ASIN 0/10 reviews)): hardcopy 
appreciated

· Low Missing maps, reactor diagrams, and photos; in print, images are clustered in the middle and 

disconnected from the text, and some Kindle images fail to display. (mentioned 7 times)

Evidence: C9 Lacks images, maps, and diagrams · C11 Comparison reviews with the HBO series
C9 Lacks images, maps, and diagrams (~7 reviews (primary ASIN 3/8 reviews)): None of the photos will 
show up in my Kindle version.
C11 Comparison reviews with the HBO series (~12 reviews): The HBO series (which definitely misses some 
facts and alter…

· Low The final chapter shifts to climate and nuclear-energy positions, seen as either unnecessary or 

underdeveloped. (mentioned 4 times)

Evidence: C15 Final chapter handled poorly
C15 Final chapter handled poorly (~4 reviews): If you read the book don't bother with his last chapter.
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· Low Hardcore readers want deeper technical reviews of reactor-type principles and accident 

mechanisms; the current content is said to skim over them. (mentioned 4 times)

Evidence: C17 Technical details glossed over and not in-depth enough · C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand 
nuclear physics and technical content

C17 Technical details glossed over and not in-depth enough (~4 reviews): The technical explanations of 
what went on with reactor was …
C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear physics and technical content (~12 reviews): was soon bogged 
down by the sheer amount of physics detailed

· Low The audiobook CD version skips and cuts out, disrupting the complete experience. (mentioned 3 

times)

Evidence: C10 Audiobook audio and narration issues
C10 Audiobook audio and narration issues (~3 reviews (primary ASIN 0/2 reviews)): Not my favorite 
narrator but the content is so interesting!

Core Demands

· Provide a ready-to-use character index/Russian-name reference and institutional relationship guide so 

readers do not have to compile their own just to keep up. (priority 9/10)

Evidence: C2 Too many Russian names to remember · C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow narrative
C2 Too many Russian names to remember (~28 reviews): Too many characters
C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow narrative (~8 reviews (primary ASIN 2/7 reviews)): I had a hard time 
remembering who was who and whether they w…

· Add a timeline and event-flow recap to reduce confusion caused by the jumpy narrative. (priority 8/10)

Evidence: C4 Jumping narrative and loose structure make it hard to follow · C2 Too many Russian names to remember
C4 Jumping narrative and loose structure make it hard to follow (~8 reviews): Unclear
C2 Too many Russian names to remember (~28 reviews): Too many characters

· Trim irrelevant details and balance pacing to make the main narrative tighter and prevent mid-book 

abandonment. (priority 8/10)

Evidence: C3 Overlong, slow-paced, and boring · C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow narrative
C3 Overlong, slow-paced, and boring (~22 reviews): It’s so so so boring and drags on.
C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow narrative (~8 reviews (primary ASIN 2/7 reviews)): I had a hard time 
remembering who was who and whether they w…
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· Add reactor cross-sections, plant and city maps, and historical photos, and ensure images are visible in every 

version. (priority 7/10)

Evidence: C9 Lacks images, maps, and diagrams · C11 Comparison reviews with the HBO series
C9 Lacks images, maps, and diagrams (~7 reviews (primary ASIN 3/8 reviews)): None of the photos will show up in my 
Kindle version.
C11 Comparison reviews with the HBO series (~12 reviews): The HBO series (which definitely misses some facts and 
alter…

· Have basic scientific facts checked by expert reviewers to avoid losing credibility when expert readers catch 

errors. (priority 7/10)

Evidence: C1 Errors in scientific and historical facts
C1 Errors in scientific and historical facts (~12 reviews (primary ASIN 4/10 reviews)): I know that men sleeping in a 
wheat field could not be kille…

· Complete condition checks and protective packaging before physical books ship, with smooth exchanges for 

damage. (priority 7/10)

Evidence: C8 Poor physical book quality or arrived damaged · C18 Shipping arrival and packaging condition
C8 Poor physical book quality or arrived damaged (~8 reviews): The book was damged,looks like it is used.
C18 Shipping arrival and packaging condition (~10 reviews (primary ASIN 0/10 reviews)): hardcopy appreciated

· Serve both general-science and hardcore readers by layering technical content (light main narrative + 

in-depth appendix/further-reading list). (priority 6/10)

Evidence: C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear physics and technical content · C17 Technical details glossed over 
and not in-depth enough

C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear physics and technical content (~12 reviews): was soon bogged down by the 
sheer amount of physics detailed
C17 Technical details glossed over and not in-depth enough (~4 reviews): The technical explanations of what went on 
with reactor was …
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Engine 4 · Deep insights

Deep Insights

· Attribution Reading-burden complaints skew toward the Kindle edition

Hard-to-remember names (C2, 28 reviews), slow pacing (C3, 22 reviews), jumping structure (C4, 8 
reviews), and difficult technical content (C5, 12 reviews) total 70 complaints across four categories, 
yet the variant distribution skews heavily toward the e-book edition: all 8 C5 reviews come from 
Kindle, 12 of C2's 21 reviews are Kindle, and 7 of C3's 9 reviews are Kindle.

Evidence: C2 Too many Russian names to remember · C3 Overlong, slow-paced, and boring · C4 
Jumping narrative and loose structure make it hard to follow · C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand 
nuclear physics and technical content

C2 Too many Russian names to remember (~28 reviews): Too many characters
C3 Overlong, slow-paced, and boring (~22 reviews): It’s so so so boring and drags on.
C4 Jumping narrative and loose structure make it hard to follow (~8 reviews): Unclear
C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear physics and technical content (~12 reviews): was soon 
bogged down by the sheer amount of physics detailed

· Contradiction Clusters labeled negative hold almost no 1-2-star reviews

The three clusters-flat characters (C16), poorly handled ending (C15), and skipped technical details 
(C17)-are judged negative in content sentiment, but in their star distributions, 1-2 stars are all 0 
reviews, with only 5, 1, and 1 3-star reviews respectively; the missing-images cluster C9 has a 0% 
negative share.

Evidence: C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow narrative · C15 Final chapter handled poorly · 
C17 Technical details glossed over and not in-depth enough · C9 Lacks images, maps, and diagrams

C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow narrative (~8 reviews (primary ASIN 2/7 reviews)): I had 
a hard time remembering who was who and whether they w…
C15 Final chapter handled poorly (~4 reviews): If you read the book don't bother with his last 
chapter.
C17 Technical details glossed over and not in-depth enough (~4 reviews): The technical 
explanations of what went on with reactor was …
C9 Lacks images, maps, and diagrams (~7 reviews (primary ASIN 3/8 reviews)): None of the photos 
will show up in my Kindle version.

· Contradiction Technical depth fails both ways: too deep and too shallow

C5 (nuclear physics content is difficult to understand, 12 reviews, 10% negative share) and C17 
(technical details are skipped, 4 reviews, 0% negative share) have completely opposite demands: 
the former complains there is too much physics and it is unreadable, while the latter complains the 
reactor principles and accident mechanisms are too shallow.

Evidence: C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear physics and technical content · C17 Technical 
details glossed over and not in-depth enough

C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear physics and technical content (~12 reviews): was soon 
bogged down by the sheer amount of physics detailed
C17 Technical details glossed over and not in-depth enough (~4 reviews): The technical 
explanations of what went on with reactor was …
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· Attribution Physical damage lies in print fulfillment, not content

C8 (poor physical book quality or damage on arrival) has a 57.1% negative share, the highest of 
all topic clusters; of its anchor reviews, 4 come from the main ASIN and 2 from other ASINs on the 
same page; by contrast, the 10 reviews in C18 logistics and packaging cluster are all 4-5 stars, but its 
evidence mainly comes from other ASINs/same-family variants on the same page.

Evidence: C8 Poor physical book quality or arrived damaged · C18 Shipping arrival and packaging 
condition

C8 Poor physical book quality or arrived damaged (~8 reviews): The book was damged,looks like 
it is used.
C18 Shipping arrival and packaging condition (~10 reviews (primary ASIN 0/10 reviews)): 
hardcopy appreciated

· Opportunity Shared ask across clusters: cast list, map, timeline

C2 too many names to remember (28 reviews, 13.0% negative share), C4 narrative jumps and loose 
structure (33.3%), C16 flat character portrayal (5 neutral reviews), and C9 missing images and maps 
(7 reviews) point to the same unmet need: readers need a character index, organization relationship 
chart, timeline, and reactor diagrams.

Evidence: C2 Too many Russian names to remember · C4 Jumping narrative and loose structure 
make it hard to follow · C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow narrative · C9 Lacks images, 
maps, and diagrams

C2 Too many Russian names to remember (~28 reviews): Too many characters
C4 Jumping narrative and loose structure make it hard to follow (~8 reviews): Unclear
C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow narrative (~8 reviews (primary ASIN 2/7 reviews)): I had 
a hard time remembering who was who and whether they w…
C9 Lacks images, maps, and diagrams (~7 reviews (primary ASIN 3/8 reviews)): None of the photos 
will show up in my Kindle version.

· Opportunity Series-driven readers' visual expectations unmet

C11 the HBO series comparison cluster has 12 reviews, many explicitly saying they bought the book 
because of the series; in C9 missing-images cluster's 7 reviews, readers complain that the print 
edition has no photos and Kindle edition images cannot display; this cluster's evidence mainly 
comes from other ASINs/same-family variants on the same page.

Evidence: C11 Comparison reviews with the HBO series · C9 Lacks images, maps, and diagrams
C11 Comparison reviews with the HBO series (~12 reviews): The HBO series (which definitely 
misses some facts and alter…
C9 Lacks images, maps, and diagrams (~7 reviews (primary ASIN 3/8 reviews)): None of the photos 
will show up in my Kindle version.
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Engine 5 · Risk radar

Risk Radar

· Reputation Refund / complaint wave Medium Stable

Evidence: C8 Poor physical book quality or arrived damaged
C8 Poor physical book quality or arrived damaged (~8 reviews): The book was damged,looks like it is 
used.

Engine 6 · Category positioning
Single-product report — no competitor sample: each verdict is judged against general market expectations for similar products, 
with evidence drawn from this product's own reviews.

Category positioning verdicts

· Content authority and research depth (compared with similar disaster narrative/nuclear history titles): Strength

Many 5-star reviews call it the definitive work on the subject, emphasizing the author’s years of investigation, use of 
declassified archives and survivor interviews, and detail surpassing most comparable books.

Evidence: C13 Well-researched, detailed, and authoritative · C7 Exposes the Soviet system and cover-up
C13 Well-researched, detailed, and authoritative (~32 reviews (primary ASIN 7/24 reviews)): Has a compelling story 
that sticks to the facts
C7 Exposes the Soviet system and cover-up (~28 reviews (primary ASIN 9/26 reviews)): the privileging of party loyalty 
over science, facts, and ex…

· Narrative readability and appeal (compared with similar nonfiction works): Strength

Readers repeatedly describe it as “impossible to put down, like a novel/thriller,” with some reading it twice in a row; 
series viewers also treat it as excellent companion reading.

Evidence: C6 Engaging, novel-like writing · C12 Powerful, shocking emotional impact · C11 Comparison reviews with 
the HBO series

C6 Engaging, novel-like writing (~55 reviews): It is very readable; almost too readable
C12 Powerful, shocking emotional impact (~12 reviews (primary ASIN 4/10 reviews)): One of the scariest books you 
can ever read
C11 Comparison reviews with the HBO series (~12 reviews): The HBO series (which definitely misses some facts and 
alter…
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· Reading barrier (name density, structure, terminology, compared with popular nonfiction): Weakness

The four complaint types—hard-to-remember names, excessive length, jumpy structure, and difficult physics 
terminology—total about 70, and skew clearly toward the e-book; this is the most concentrated and most directly 
improvable weakness.

Evidence: C2 Too many Russian names to remember · C4 Jumping narrative and loose structure make it hard to follow 
· C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear physics and technical content

C2 Too many Russian names to remember (~28 reviews): Too many characters
C4 Jumping narrative and loose structure make it hard to follow (~8 reviews): Unclear
C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear physics and technical content (~12 reviews): was soon bogged down by the 
sheer amount of physics detailed

· Illustrations and visual support (compared with illustrated disaster narratives/series tie-in books): Weakness

Multiple reviews call out that the print edition has no photos, images are clustered in the middle and hard to match 
with the text, and Kindle images do not display, and they want reactor and Prosnia maps; the gap comes from visual 
expectations set by the HBO series.

Evidence: C9 Lacks images, maps, and diagrams · C11 Comparison reviews with the HBO series
C9 Lacks images, maps, and diagrams (~7 reviews (primary ASIN 3/8 reviews)): None of the photos will show up in my 
Kindle version.
C11 Comparison reviews with the HBO series (~12 reviews): The HBO series (which definitely misses some facts and 
alter…

· Factual accuracy (compared with the standards of expert readers and rigorous comparable nonfiction): Neutral

Some readers with professional backgrounds do point out specific errors—hydrogen/deuterium neutron numbers, 
uranium isotopes, and the combine harvester passage—and dock points for them, but this type of complaint is low in 
share (about 20% negative in this theme cluster), and the vast majority still find the book credible and accurate.

Evidence: C1 Errors in scientific and historical facts · C17 Technical details glossed over and not in-depth enough
C1 Errors in scientific and historical facts (~12 reviews (primary ASIN 4/10 reviews)): I know that men sleeping in a 
wheat field could not be kille…
C17 Technical details glossed over and not in-depth enough (~4 reviews): The technical explanations of what went on 
with reactor was …

· Physical edition condition and fulfillment quality (compared with e-commerce book delivery expectations): Weakness

This theme cluster has the highest negative share of all themes, involving cover stains, bent corners, abnormal cover 
trimming, and books that seem used; a few orders were returned outright, and though the count is small it directly 
affects star ratings.

Evidence: C8 Poor physical book quality or arrived damaged · C18 Shipping arrival and packaging condition
C8 Poor physical book quality or arrived damaged (~8 reviews): The book was damged,looks like it is used.
C18 Shipping arrival and packaging condition (~10 reviews (primary ASIN 0/10 reviews)): hardcopy appreciated
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ASIN Comparison

The figures below are computed deterministically by the system from star ratings (positive = 4-5 stars, neutral = 3 stars, negative = 
1-2 stars); they are not model-generated.

DEMO-A Primary Avg 4.7 · Reviews 113

Positive 96.0% Neutral 4.0% Negative 0.0%

Distribution

5★ 9236
4★ 2431
3★ 486
2★ 0
1★ 0

DEMO-B Same-page item Avg 3.7 · Reviews 10

Positive 60.0% Neutral 30.0% Negative 10.0%

Distribution

5★ 2
4★ 4
3★ 3
2★ 1
1★ 0

DEMO-D Same-page item Avg 4.0 · Reviews 49

Positive 79.6% Neutral 16.3% Negative 4.1%

Distribution

5★ 11
4★ 28
3★ 8
2★ 2
1★ 0
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DEMO-E Same-page item Avg 4.6 · Reviews 81

Positive 92.6% Neutral 4.9% Negative 2.5%

Distribution

5★ 57
4★ 18
3★ 4
2★ 1
1★ 1

DEMO-F Same-page item Avg 1.0 · Reviews 1

Positive 0.0% Neutral 0.0% Negative 100.0%

Distribution

5★ 0
4★ 0
3★ 0
2★ 0
1★ 1

Appendix · Review Theme Clusters

Themes below were clustered by AI from the same review sample used for this report; theme names and scales are model estimates 
(review counts are not exact). Excerpts are verbatim from review text, with the quoted review's true star and date. The "Evidence" 
references after each point in the body map to the cluster ids on this page.

C1 Errors in scientific and historical facts Negative ~12 reviews

“makes gross mistakes in the telling of the most basic historical and scientific facts”
2★ · June 18, 2020
“If the author couldn't have bothered to look up the real configuration of deuterium”
3★ · December 3, 2019
“I know that men sleeping in a wheat field could not be killed by a combine.”
4★ · June 26, 2019

C2 Too many Russian names to remember Negative ~28 reviews

“Complicated read if you can't get your head around the hundreds of russian names used.”
1★ · January 11, 2021
“Too many characters”
3★ · June 9, 2019
“Unendliche Seiten mit unnötige Details und Referenzen auf unzähligen Personen und russische Burokraten.”
2★ · July 24, 2021

Sample report · All product brands are fictional, any resemblance coincidental · Generated by Amzanalyst · amzanalyst.com

https://amzanalyst.com


C3 Overlong, slow-paced, and boring Negative ~22 reviews

“But it does so in slow, plodding and really very boring writing.”
2★ · August 13, 2019
“It’s so so so boring and drags on.”
1★ · February 29, 2020
“Pretty boring. Just watch the HBO series. It’s much better”
3★ · February 28, 2021

C4 Jumping narrative and loose structure make it hard to follow Negative ~8 reviews

“Jumped around like Tigger on speed, with the result I lost interest.”
1★ · December 4, 2020
“It also didn't provide much linear flow and felt disjointed.”
3★ · August 10, 2019
“Unclear”
3★ · July 4, 2019

C5 Difficult, hard-to-understand nuclear physics and technical content Mixed ~12 reviews

“Started out great and went downhill very fast—I could not stay with it—got too technical”
1★ · April 15, 2019
“However the subject material was over my knowledge of nuclear reactors”
3★ · November 7, 2019
“was soon bogged down by the sheer amount of physics detailed”
3★ · January 28, 2020

C6 Engaging, novel-like writing Positive ~55 reviews

“Lots to read. Excellently written and detailed.”
5★ · October 5, 2026
“It is very readable; almost too readable”
5★ · July 6, 2023
“this is an excellent book and provides a minute by minute, hour by hour examination of what happened”
5★ · August 29, 2023

C7 Exposes the Soviet system and cover-up Positive ~28 reviews

“regulations were ignored, smaller errors and explosions hidden, and safety measures were falsified for years simply 
to”
5★ · February 20, 2023
“the privileging of party loyalty over science, facts, and expertise”
5★ · November 6, 2023
“Pressure to meet deadlines caused corners to be cut and design flaws to be made in the reactor itself.”
5★ · April 19, 2022
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C8 Poor physical book quality or arrived damaged Negative ~8 reviews

“The book was damged,looks like it is used.”
2★ · June 20, 2021
“Front cover had what looked to be like greasy finger marks. Back of cover was bent.”
1★ · August 8, 2022
“..but why the heck the front page was cut like this?”
3★ · February 4, 2024

C9 Lacks images, maps, and diagrams Negative ~7 reviews

“I was extremely disappointed that the paperback version does not include any photos”
3★ · August 2, 2020
“the book (and readers) would have been well served if there were just a few maps of the reactor”
4★ · January 27, 2020
“None of the photos will show up in my Kindle version.”
4★ · May 16, 2019

C10 Audiobook audio and narration issues Mixed ~3 reviews

“The first audio CD played fine, the story was interesting but the next disc only had intermittent sound.”
1★ · July 24, 2021
“Not my favorite narrator but the content is so interesting!”
4★ · June 21, 2019

C11 Comparison reviews with the HBO series Mixed ~12 reviews

“This is one of the rare times when I'll say "the movie was better than the book."”
3★ · October 28, 2019
“I saw the HBO series "Chernograd" and had so many questions, I just had to read the book it was based on.”
5★ · January 11, 2023
“The HBO series (which definitely misses some facts and alters others)”
3★ · September 13, 2021

C12 Powerful, shocking emotional impact Mixed ~12 reviews

“One accident could truly destroy the planet.”
4★ · November 5, 2022
“I learned a lot, I cried for those affected and killed and cried even more for the pets left behind.”
4★ · January 3, 2021
“One of the scariest books you can ever read”
5★ · April 24, 2025
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C13 Well-researched, detailed, and authoritative Positive ~32 reviews

“A landmark work of narrative nonfiction, this book stands as the definitive account”
5★ · May 26, 2026
“This is flat out one of the best books I've ever read!”
5★ · February 21, 2024
“Has a compelling story that sticks to the facts”
5★ · November 26, 2024

C14 Reflections on and warnings about the future of nuclear energy Mixed ~8 reviews

“It gives a case for why it will be needed to power our planet's growing energy consumption”
4★ · June 14, 2019
“Could have skipped the climate crisis at the end of the book which was kind of useless.”
4★ · December 22, 2025
“dependence of Nuclear power can provide immense quantity power while destroying thousands of lives”
5★ · December 28, 2024

C15 Final chapter handled poorly Negative ~4 reviews

“If you read the book don't bother with his last chapter.”
3★ · July 10, 2020
“But the final chapter doesn't really go into enough about what the actual cost was in terms of lives”
4★ · October 10, 2025
“Could have skipped the climate crisis at the end of the book which was kind of useless.”
4★ · December 22, 2025

C16 Flat character portrayal and shallow narrative Negative ~8 reviews

“the book, to me, was a very journalistic account, heavy on details that paint a picture of the surface situation”
3★ · June 13, 2019
“Fielding is not a born storyteller, and his book suffers from detail over drama.”
3★ · May 21, 2020
“I had a hard time remembering who was who and whether they were good or bad.”
3★ · September 16, 2021

C17 Technical details glossed over and not in-depth enough Negative ~4 reviews

“I felt like it covered too little of the technical aspects of the accident and why it occurred.”
3★ · April 11, 2019
“The technical explanations of what went on with reactor was glossed over a bit for me.”
4★ · June 16, 2019
“It's lacking in technical detail when compared to Richard Rhodes works on nuclear history”
4★ · June 7, 2019
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C18 Shipping arrival and packaging condition Mixed ~10 reviews

“Everything arrived on time and as advertised”
4★ · November 5, 2021
“The product is good. But package where it was delivered arrived open.”
4★ · March 3, 2020
“hardcopy appreciated”
5★ · December 5, 2024
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